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What role do you think substance use may play
in catatonia?

Dr. Gazdag:

Regarding substance-related catatonia, catatonia can be associated with substance abuse
involving a number of drugs, during which intoxication can cause catatonia, including cannabis,
cocaine, LSD, ketamine, and phencyclidine.

There are other substances of which the withdrawal can result in catatonic symptoms: alcohol,
opioids, and benzodiazepines belong to this group of substances.

© 2026 The Catatonia Foundation. All rights reserved. This transcript may not be reproduced, republished,
distributed, or posted elsewhere without prior written permission, except for brief quotations with proper attribution as
permitted by law. Lightly edited for clarity and readability. thecatatoniafoundation.org



http://thecatatoniafoundation.org/

	What role do you think substance use may play in catatonia?

